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Achieving the SDGs: PH CSO Proposals
for Genuine People’s Development in
the context of GSDR 2019
continue to bring damage to
people if it’s not addressed from
its root causes.
ABOUT THE COVER
On April 1, residents of an urban poor community in Sitio San Roque waited for relief goods a little
over a week after the law authorizing the release of PhP 275 billion (USD 5.4 billion) was passed to
battle CoVID-19 and provide for the needy at a main road in Quezon City, Philippines. They were
brutally dispersed and 20 of them were arrested. In this photo, they await for their release as the
police try to come up with a case to charge them with. (Mariel Guerrero/Pinoy Weekly)
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he Asia Pacific Research
Network (APRN), Center
for People’s Development and
Governance (CPDG) and Center
for Women’s Resources (CWR)
organized Achieving the SDGs:
Philippines CSO Proposals for
Genuine People’s Development
in the context of the Global
Sustainable Development Report
2019 last April 1 and 3, 2020.
The objective of the online
discussion was to provide a
brief overview of global progress
in achieving the SDGs in the
last four years. Secondarily,
it aimed to contextualize the
Global Sustainable Development
Report (GSDR) to the realities
that marginalized sectors in the
country face today. The webinar
enjoined different civil society
and
people’s
organizations
to collaborate and review the
current progress of the SDGs
and
their
constituencies’

perspective on the GSDR as a
“holistic” and “integrative” path
to accelerate transformation of
the Agenda 2030. While the
GSDR successfully highlighted
the interlinkages and crosscutting themes between the 17
goals, it failed to address the
systemic gaps and barriers that
are hindering the government
from achieving these aspirations.
Liza L. Maza, Secretary-General
of the International League
of People’s Struggle (ILPS),
opened the program by bringing
attention to the ongoing global
pandemic of COVID-19 which
magnified the ineffectiveness
and repercussions of the current
business-as-usual model being
practiced in the world today.
Maza also pointed that the
underlying systemic issues that
hinder the people’s achievement
of sustainable development will

Jazminda Lumang, GeneralSecretary of APRN and CoChair Asia Pacific Regional
CSOs Engagement Mechanism
(APRCEM), called the attention
of the participants to the
importance of local CSOs
and people’s organizations’
engagement
in
regional
platforms such as the UN HighLevel Political Forum and Asia
Pacific Forum on Sustainable
Development
especially
in
bringing forward the people’s
voice on their assessment of
the Agenda 2030. Lumang also
oriented the participants on the
brief history of the Agenda 2030
and introduced the GSDR.
Cielito
Perez,
Research
Coordinator of CWR, noted the
country’s efforts in participating
and contributing inside and
outside these platforms. Perez
also looked back on the progress
we’ve reached in raising regional
issues and trends that monitoring
bodies collectively observed to
improve on the current process
countries are taking towards the
achievement of the 17 goals.
Sonny Africa, Executive Director
of IBON Foundation, elaborated
on the current situation the
Philippines faces in battling
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with COVID-19. Africa stated
that with the sudden halt of
the country’s economic sector
within the context of the spread
of the contagio, the world may
face another recession this year
similar to the 2008 to 2009
global recession. He indicated,
however, that the global public
health crisis nations face today
may serve as a new momentum
for nations to raise legitimate
demands to hasten the shift
towards an egalitarian and
people-centered
economic
structure while shedding the
neoliberal economic framework.
Organizations
such
as
Ecumenical Institute for Labor
and
Economic
Resources
(EILER), Federation of Free
Workers (FFW), College Editors
Guild of the Philippines (CEGP),
People’s Coalition for Food
Sovereignty (PCFS), Kalipunan
ng
Damayang
Mahihirap
(KADAMAY), and Center for
Environmental
Concerns
Philippines (CEC) were among
the organizations tasked to
evaluate and discuss the six
entry points (EP): 1. Human
well-being and capabilities;
2.
Sustainable
and
just
economies; 3. Food systems and
nutrition patterns; 4. Energy
decarbonization and universal
access to energy; 5. Urban
and peri-urban development;
and, 6. Global environmental
commons and give light to the
realities of various sectors in
each transformative pathway.
The session also aims to bring
forward each organization’s
recommendation on how the
country and the region can

truly
achieve
transformation.

accelerated

Roch Porras, Executive Director
of EILER, Julius Cainglet, Vice
President of FFW, and Marianne
De Jesus, National Secretariat of
CEGP, presented a summary and
analysis of EP 1 and 2 on Human
Well-being and Capabilities and
Sustainable and Just Economies.
They gave attention to EP 1’s
claim that “people are the
greatest asset to sustainable
development” but access to
opportunities and basic services
are limited, thereby further
widening gaps in maximizing
people’s potential. De Jesus then
shared the impediments the
youth faces under the neoliberal
framework of education in the
country which continues to
treat education as a business
venture and further extract profit
from their students. Porras and
Cainglet raised the impending
conditions that workers face due
to the ongoing contractualization
and lack of social security among
the labor force. Across the
region, uneven economic growth
is highly noticeable and now
the Asia Pacific now faces the
threat of digital economy being
dubbed as the solution to achieve
sustainable and just economies
as data rises as a more valuable
commodity than oil during
modern times. However, this
shows a clear manifestation of
the ongoing trade wars between
countries and how data can easily
be misused as a surveillance tool
that tramples on the call that data
rights is also human rights.
John

Carlo

Mercado,

Policy

Advocacy Officer of PCFS,
provided a critique on EP 3 on Food
Systems and Nutrition Patterns
in which he gave emphasis on
the rampant landlessness among
rural communities that continues
to persist in many parts of the
region. Mercado also raised the
continuous corporate control of
food production and distribution
which has far eroded the people’s
control and biodiversity. He also
mentioned that as a consequence
of COVID-19, the worsening food
crisis and the rottenness of the
existing agricultural system in the
country and the region is further
amplified. One example is how
the Philippines, being the leading
importer of rice in the world,
faces the threat of further food
insecurity as its top rice importer
Vietnam is in the talks on
suspending rice exports to ensure
food security in their country.
This exposes the weak foundation
the agriculture system is standing
on in the country and how longterm policies are not planned for
such instances.

“

Across the region, uneven
economic growth is
highly noticeable and
now the Asia Pacific
now faces the threat of
digital economy being
dubbed as the solution to
achieve sustainable and
just economies as data
rises as a more valuable
commodity than oil
during modern times.”
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Jennifer
Guste,
National
Coordinator
of
CPDG,
elaborated on EP 4 on Energy
Decarbonization and Universal
Access to Energy. Guste gave
light on how unsustainable
and environmentally-damaging
energy sources such as fossil
fuels are vehemently continued
to be used in the country and in
the region. Governments, in an
attempt to seek renewable forms
of energy, have collaborated
with private corporations which
only bring forward profit-driven
agenda and violent displacement
of communities all in the
name of seeking accessible and
sustainable energy sources.
Michael Beltran, (POSITION)
of KADAMAY broadened EP
5 on Urban and Peri-urban
Development.
Beltran
said
that in the middle of the global
pandemic of COVID-19, urban
poor remain as one of the most
vulnerable sectors in the country.
It is ironic that despite residing in
so-called “advanced” and “wellequipped” cities, these sectors
have limited means of gaining
access to basic social services
and are continuously being
excluded in urban planning and
development despite making
up a significant number of
its population. Furthermore,
the ceaseless series of forced
evictions and dispersals taking
place in many urban poor
communities are contrary to the
so-called development that many
cities banner in their reports.
Jordan Fronda, Research and
Policy Coordinator of CEC
outlined Entry Point 6 on Global
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Environmental Commons (GEC)
in which he identified climate
change, biodiversity loss, and
pollution as the main threats
to the GECs. Fronda pointed
out that there is an unhealthy
emphasis on the entry point’s
recommendation on individual
efforts as key to sustaining
GECs. He averred on the report’s
lack of putting accountability
to mega corporations and
industries which are the main
polluters of the globe and further
exploits GECs resources in order
to extract more profit leading up
to its destruction.

“

the ceaseless series
of forced evictions
and dispersals taking
place in many urban
poor communities are
contrary to the so-called
development that many
cities banner in their
reports.

The two-day webinar ended
with local civil society and
people’s organizations’ stronger
commitment to bringing further
solidarity
among
grassroot
communities and marginalized
sectors. The body also envisions
that with their consolidated
understanding of the GSDR and
their collective acknowledgement
of
the
systemic
barriers
hindering the achievement of
sustainable development, they’ll
take on a more proactive role in
echoing the people’s voices and
being one in their struggle for
genuine change.

Speak Out!
APRCEM
Intervention in
UNESCAP APFSD
Virtual Discussion
on Accelerating
Transformation
in Asia and the
Pacific

A

nchored
on
the
theme
“Accelerating
Transformation in Asia and the
Pacific”, the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
has organized a series of virtual
discussions enjoining member
States, the United Nations
system,
the
development
community in the region, major
groups and other stakeholders
last March 30 to April 6, 2020.
The objective of the event was
to discuss experiences, good
practices, and priority strategies
for accelerating transformation
in light of regional progress and
re-orient the structure of the
Global Sustainable Development
Report (GSDR). In addition, the
webinar series seeks to provide
an overview of progress at the
regional and sub-national level on
each entry point, as well as specific
examples of acceleration against
each entry point. The event also
pushes to reach resolutions on
policy recommendations towards
enabling transformative change
and accelerating achievement
of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) in Asia and the
Pacific.
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The Asia Pacific Regional
CSO Engagement Mechanism
(APRCEM), as the leading civil
society platform aimed to enable
stronger cross constituency
coordination in the region,
engaged in these sessions to
bring forward the voice of CSOs
and people’s organizations from
grassroot communities and bring
light on the realities of the SDGs
and the GSDR. Representatives
from APRCEM participated
in all the launched sessions
of UNESCAP to highlight the
region’s voice in the current state
of play.
Jazminda Lumang, GeneralSecretary of Asia Pacific Research
Network and Co-Chair of
APRCEM, presented in Session
1: Virtual Discussion on Global
Sustainable Development Report
Entry Point on the theme of
accelerating transformation and
regional progress on SDGs.
Lumang pointed out that the
HLPF’s theme “Accelerated
action
and
transformative
pathways: realizing the decade of
action and delivery for sustainable
development” will never be
realized without recognizing

Jazminda Lumang
APRN Secretary General

the root causes of the crises
and without tackling structural
impediments
in
achieving
2030 Agenda. She raised that
given how the world has only 10
years left to fully implement the
goals of the Agenda 2030, it is
critical for governments’ action
to refocus towards sustainable
development. She highlighted
that “acceleration” can only take
place if states are decisive on
their path of development and
“transformation” can only be
actualized by addressing existing
systemic barriers through people’s
democratic participation. She
enunciated that the people already
have the solutions for sustainable
development. The governments’
action and protection of people’s
rights, however, are key if these
solutions are to contribute to the
acceleration towards sustainable
development within this decade.
Sai Racherla, Deputy Executive
Directot of The Asian-Pacific
Resource & Research Centre for
Women (ARROW) elaborated
during Session 2: Virtual
Discussion on Global Sustainable
Development Report Entry Point
on Human Well-being and
Capabilities that because of the
global pandemic of COVID-19,
significant
implications
for
human well- being, capabilities,
public health, economic security,
and social stability have arisen.
Racherla adds that with the
spike of inequality in region,
the achievement of the SDGs
is squarely dependent on
addressing the key structural and
systemic barriers like patriarchy,
caste system, communalism,
institutionalized racism, class,

Sai Racherla
Deputy Executive Directot of The
Asian-Pacific Resource & Research
Centre for Women (ARROW)

that perpetuate inequalities,
discrimination, exploitation, and
oppression. She recommends the
body to call for universal access to
human wellbeing and capabilities
through
sound
governance
measures and multi-stakeholder
collaboration.
Wali Haider, Proma Officer of
Roots for Equity noted during
Session 3: Virtual Discussion on
Global Sustainable Development
Report Entry Point on Food
Systems and Nutrition Patterns
that the single most important
underlying factor behind an
unsustainable food system is
looking at the food system in
isolation without taking into
consideration the well-being of
small and landless farmers and
food producers. Haider reiterates
that emphasis on food and seed
sovereignty,
dismantling
of
corporate control on agriculture,
and protection of small farmers
and producers are key to achieving
sustainable food systems and
nutrition patterns.
Paul Divakar, Chairperson of
Asia Dalit Rights Forum (ADRF)
gave insights on Session 4:
Virtual Discussion on Global
Sustainable Development Report
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Paul Divakar
Chairperson of Asia Dalit Rights
Forum (ADRF)

Entry Point on Sustainable and
Just Economies on the looming
conditions of the profiteering
global system of economy. Divakar
noted that because of COVID-19,
economies have been brought to
a grinding halt. He stressed that
now more than ever, it is time
for nations to build sustainable
and just economies that focus on
the people and planet and which
redefine what true prosperity is.
Neth Daño, Co-Executive Director
of ETC Group represented
CSOs in Session 5: Virtual
Discussion on Global Sustainable
Development
Report
Entry
Point on Global Environmental
Commons (GEC) in which she
echoed that the lack of access to
GEC results to environmental
injustice, and the degradation
of one environmental common
increases the risk of deteriorating
other commons as they are closely
interconnected. Daño reminded
everyone that the world must
move away from reliance on freemarket mechanisms that have
already been proven inefficient
and inadequate in combating
global environmental challenges.
Eni Lestari, Chairperson of
International Migrants Alliance
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(IMA) shared the worsening root
causes of forced migration to
urban cities specifically poverty,
unemployment, landlessness due
to land and resource grabbing,
monopoly of capital during
Session 5: Virtual Discussion on
Global Sustainable Development
Report Entry Point on Urban
and Peri-urban Development
She reiterated that urban
development can happen side
by side with rural development
and it is just a matter of shifting
from the neoliberal standard of
development to people-centric
development.

Eni Lestari
Chairperson of International Migrants
Alliance (IMA)

Jahangir Masum, Executive
Director of Coastal Development
Partnership (CDP) substantiated
on Session 6: Virtual Discussion on
Global Sustainable Development
Report on Enhancing power
grid connectivity to achieve
affordable and clean energy
for all that the fossil fuel
industry-funded
propaganda
and lobbying are undermining
energy decarbonization by using
the absence of governmentinitiated modern energy. Masum
asserted that the lack of political
will and government efforts

Jahangir Masum
Executive Director of Coastal
Development Partnership (CDP)

to replace fossil fuel (oil, coal,
and gas) by renewable energy
sources are key barriers that
hinder the achievement of most
of the SDGs. He concluded that
rapid decarbonization of energy
requires long-term planning
and policies that will collectively
acknowledge people’s rights to
accessibility and sustainability.
APRCEM stands firm in its
position
that
sustainable
development can only be
achieved through collective
and democratic participation of
stakeholders and marginalized
constituents. Building on the
transformative
framework
of DJ which aims to reduce
inequalities of wealth, power, and
resources between countries,
people are placed at the very core
of the shift with emphasis on the
marginalized. The mechanism
reaffirms its commitment to
monitoring and implementing
the SDGs in line with the
Agenda 2030 by strengthening
its solidarity with grassroots
communities and marginalized
sectors to concretize the impetus
for inclusive and sustainable
change that leaves no one
behind.
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Over 200,000
Women in Asia
and the Pacific Join
Women’s Global
Strike – APWLD
Women express anger at constant attack on
their human rights

T

oday
on
International
Women’s day, over 200,000
women in all their diversities
from 20 countries in Asia and the
Pacific joined the global call for a
Women’s Global Strike saying ‘If
Women Stop, The World Stops’.
The women in both regions
gathered in large numbers to
highlight the systemic injustices
and violence they continue to
face. This mass mobilisation
comes at a time when women
and
peoples movements are
organising in large numbers
across Asia from Hong Kong to
Shaheen Bagh in New Delhi.
“We gathered here on March 8,
2020, to highlight multiple and
intersecting forms of violence
and discrimination that women
face and to show the women’s
collective power. We wanted to
commemorate the International
Women’s Day with the historic
struggles of women in their
community, as well as show the
world that if women stop, the

world stop,” said Matcha PhornIn, Sangsan Anakot Yawachon
Development Project, Thailand.
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living wage, decent and regular
jobs, and respect for our human
rights especially in the midst of
intensifying state fascism and
repression. As we commemorate
the International Women’s Day,
we strike against imperialist
globalisation,
militarism,
authoritarianism and patriarchy
that threaten the lives of working
women the world over,” said
Joms Salvador, Secretary General
of GABRIELA, Philippines and
member of Asia Pacific Forum on
Women, Law and Development.
Over 25,000 women gathered
in Manila and other cities in the
Philippines for the strike.

The
extractive-based
development and greed of
multinational
corporations
have plundered women’s land
and resources, destroyed the
environment, and women feel
the effects of climate change
much more deeply. Women
continue to be used as cheap
labour for competitive advantage
and exposed to precarious works.
The cut of social safety nets
and essential public services
is made possible by women
and girls who perform more
than three-quarters of the total
amount of unpaid care work.
This work is still unrecognised
and undervalued even though
the economy would not function
without it.

International Women’s Day is
not a marketing campaign to
make women feel beautiful but
historically, it has been a day
where women have put their
lives at risk to defend their
human rights and fundamental
freedoms.
“We,
Women
Human Right Defenders went
on a strike today to demand
our work be valued, our right
to live without any forms of
violence, materialisation of
our constitutional right to food
sovereignty and our access to
leadership in a non-subordinate
position. We want our rights
to identity, bodily integrity
and work protected, ensured
and promoted,” added Renu
Adhikari, National Alliance
of Women Human Rights
Defenders (NAWHRD), Nepal
which mobilised women in 25
districts of Nepal.

“Filipino
women
led
by
GABRIELA joined the Women’s
Global Strike to demand land,

Nalini Singh, Executive Director,
Fiji Women’s Rights Movement
(FWRM) shared, “We hear

Artwork by Lorraine Rillera Bermejo

every day that women and girls
are being abused, raped and
murdered. Women are still
demanding safe workplaces,
decent pay, equal opportunities
and an end to discrimination.
They are at the forefront of these
issues and the most affected
during times of conflict, natural
disasters and now with the
climate crisis unfolding very
close to home. This was why
we joined the Women’s Global
Strike.”
“Today, we forged alliances to
advocate and reclaim women’s
collective power to demand our
human rights. We withdrew
from housework, domestic
responsibility, and asked our
male partners and allies to
show solidarity by taking over
responsibilities
for
home,
family and community. We
brought together women and
queer allies in our networks and
communities to march, to speak
out and to come together,” added

Fatima Burnad, Tamil Nadu
Women’s Forum, India.
Women human rights defenders
across Asia and the Pacific
continue to challenge oppressive
power structures while facing
intimidation, sexual harassment,
violence and repression from
governments, anti-rights groups,
state actors, military, political and
economic elites, international
financial
institutions,
and
multinational
corporations.
“We are witnessing a systematic
attack on civic democratic spaces
that restricts our fundamental
human rights. The more
they oppress us, the more we
grow and the more we resist.
This mobilisation is just the
beginning. Feminist groups will
continue to lead and organise
cross-movements
collective
actions to demand for a feminist
future based on Development
Justice. A future where wealth,
power and resources are
redistributed, a future that

upholds human rights, a future
that centers peoples and planet.
We will not back down. Voices of
dissent led by women will never
be silenced,” said Wardarina,
Asia Pacific Forum on Women,
Law and Development (APWLD).
The coordinated strikes are a
reminder that 25 years after
governments gathered together
to adopt the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action for
women’s rights, these promises
have not been kept. Multilateral
fora like the UN and governments
are restricting women’s voices
and demands for alternative
models of development that
put human rights at the center.
However, region wide women
will continue to raise their voices
against authoritarian, machofascist
politics,
militarism,
neoliberal capitalism, corporate
capture and fundamentalisms,
and reclaim civic spaces to build
peoples’ power and dismantle
these structural oppressions.
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APRN Joins CSOs,
POs, and Human Rights
Defenders in Fact Finding
Mission in Palawan,
Philippines
Palawan’s Task Force to End Local Communist Armed Conflicts
(TF-ELCAC), has served as a blanket authorization for authorities
to baselessly accuse local leaders of being rebels, arrest citizens
without due process.

An ununiformed member of the Marines, took photos and videos without the consent
of the mission delegation which constitutes invasion of privacy and unauthorized
surveillance. (APRN)

T

he Program on Building
Democracy and Claiming
Civic Spaces is committed to
resisting militarism and fascism
as well as uniting with CSOs
and POs in the struggle against
structures of oppression and
inequality. Embedded in this
Program is the Workstream on
Militarism. The Workstream
seeks to systematize the broad
spectrum of work in terms
of research, policy advocacy,

information
dissemination,
campaign, and lobbying with
the perspective of strengthening
people’s
movements
and
facilitating the voices and actions
of marginalized sectors against
militarism and fascism.
In line with this, the Asia Pacific
Research Network accepted
the invitation from Tanggol
Magsasaka to join a fact-finding
and peace mission in the heavily

militarized island of Palawan
in the Philippines. Tanggol
Magsasaka is a broad platform
of individuals, CSOs, and
POs that advocate the general
upliftment and development of
the lives of rural-based sectors.
The delegates of the fact-finding
and peace mission range
from international networks
including IBON International
and the People’s Coalition for
Food Sovereignty to local and
national platforms – Children’s
Rehabilitation
Center
Inc.,
KARAPATAN – Alliance for
the Advancement of People’s
Rights, PAMALAKAYA Pilipinas
– National Federation of Small
Fisherfolk in the Philippines,
and KASAMA TK.
Tanggol Magsasaka, collectively
assessed and analyzed several
cases
of
alleged
human
rights violations, threats and
harassment
to
residents,
and heavy militarization in
affected barangays of Paly and
Sitio Montevista Poblacion,
Municipality of Taytay, Palawan
Province. Included in the datagathering is an investigation
on the current situation of the
people’s livelihood and how
these the deteriorating human
rights situation affect their
holistic development. Part of
the conduct also included media
work to jumpstart the campaigns
of and for the people in the area.
General findings indicate that
the presence of the 3rd Marine
Brigade adversely affects the
already dire situation of people.
Palawan’s Task Force to End Local
Communist Armed Conflicts
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(TF-ELCAC), a policy framework
that seeks to implement Duterte’s
EO 70 and Joint Campaign
Plan Kapanatagan locally, has
served as a blanket authorization
for authorities to baselessly
accuse local leaders of being
rebels, arrest citizens without
due process, and permit the
presence of state forces in these
barangays and in many other
areas in Palawan. Since 2018,
the elements of the Philippine
Marines have been billeted in
both barangays resulting in de
facto martial law.

a local corporation that seeks to
establish a Bamboo Farm in an
agricultural lot at the expense
of the residents and farmers
who depend on the said land
for their livelihood. The local
corporation asked for the help of
local authorities to ensure their
stake on the land, with the latter
responding by deploying and
concentrating armed forces in
the nearby area. This partnership
results in the extraction of wealth
from the majority who are poor
and the curtailment of people’s
civil rights and liberties.

The trend of militarizing the
countryside and the rise of
Militarism on the global scale
has been the result of the
intensive competition between
global and regional superpowers
vying for dominance in each of
their respective areas of control,
planning to enlarge their scope
and accumulate more wealth and
power. This is indicative of the
current neoliberal framework
wherein the the primacy of
wealth and power results in
aggressive or overly-defensive
military policies and strategies,
which in turn churn-out local
authoritarian policies that secure
the profit of the few to the
detriment of the majority.

To be able to adapt to their current
poor conditions and partly in
response to the emergence of
the military in their respective
areas, the residents of Paly and
Sitio Montevista, Poblacion;
formed organizations, namely
PAMALAKAYA-Paly
and
PLORMM
(Pinagkaisang
Lakas ng Okupante, Residents,
Magsasaka,
at
Maralita)
respectively, to cater to their
specific socio-economic needs.
For PAMALAKAYA, this includes
successfully campaigning for
against restrictions in fishing.
For PLORMM, this entails
consolidating their membership
to ensure that their right to land
and livelihood is being upheld
by the municipal government
and GIDC. For both people’s
organizations, this is resistance
against the attacks by the
military, initiating dialogues
with local authorities, and
conducting cooperative activities
for development.

Fascist and authoritarian states
enable the dictatorship of local
authorities, hiding behind the
facade of ‘development’ as
justification for the collusion
with companies that aim to
grab resources with the use of
force, be it state-sponsored or
private. For instance, Guevent
Investments Development Corp.,

Despite this, it has become
inevitable
for
the
local

“
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This is indicative of
the current neoliberal
framework wherein the
the primacy of wealth
and power results in
aggressive or overlydefensive military
policies and strategies,
which in turn churnout local authoritarian
policies that secure
the profit of the few to
the detriment of the
majority.

authorities to react to the
people’s push for civic space
with excessive use of force.
For instance, PAMALAKAYAPaly was the object of reprisal
for their successful campaigns
that ensure that all residents on
the island can fish freely and,
consequently ensure income for
their families. Since the people’s
organization was at the forefront,
they were threatened, harassed,
and intimidated. In focus group
discussions in Paly, at least 18
individuals were victims of false
allegations and various forms of
threats and intimidation by the
3rd Marine Brigade.
Similarly, PLORMM founder
and Chairperson Norlie Bernabe
was illegally arrested with
trumped up murder charges.
Soon after, other leaders were
threatened by the elements of
the 413rd Marine Brigade as they
made rounds at the homes of
PLORMM members and coerced
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On Palestine
Land Day:

The freedom
of Palestine
is the only
remedy –
PCFS

T
Tanggol Magsasaka holds a discussion and sharing with the members of PLORMM in their office in Sitio Montevista, Barangay Poblacion
(APRN)

them to sign questionable
templated affidavit of surrender
and a commitment not to join
any organizational activities. A
total of 17 cases were recorded
during the mission. The Marine
Brigade’s persistent harassment
eventually led to the fracture of
the organization.
In both cases, it can be observed
the space for CSOs and POs has
shrunk as the people’s rights
to organize are being curtailed.
The relentless repression of local
authorities with the state armed
forces as their machinery has
also endangered the lives of their
family members.
This is not an isolated case,
it is clear that governments
around the Asia-Pacific prioritize
the accumulation of power
and profit; and deals with
transnational corporations more
than the people’s welfare, that
these institutions are willing

to use brute force towards the
helpless for their own selfish
interests.
The same trends can be observed
in India and Indonesia, with
military spending taking up a
large chunk of both countries’
national budgets. The jingoistic
nationalism by the Indian
government comes at the
expense of the autonomous
residents of Kashmir and
Jammu, who are negatively
affected by the military forces
barging in a sovereign territory,
culminating into a civil war.
Likewise, Indonesia’s claim
on West Papua has hindered
self-determination
for
its
locals, with an ongoing civil
war between the Indonesian
military and the West Papuan
armed movement. Due to this
local organizations for self
determination are being tagged
as insurgents, and are treated as
such. The excessive use of force

has already been documented
across the region. Harassment
and persecution of peasants,
human
rights
defenders,
environmental rights defenders,
and activists, as well as cases of
enforced disappearances, has
been the normative response
by state-forces. Dissent is now
considered a criminal offense.
Human rights abuses and
violations have become more
rampant, with a growing number
of victims at a very alarming rate
and the normalized use of the
military as a tool for repression
towards civilians only makes it
worse.
Militarism is rapidly becoming
normalized due to the dominant
neoliberal world, and shall further
breed conflict and repression, be
it externally with other nations, or
internally with its own people; as
long as the roots of this imperialist
and expansionist ideology are not
addressed.

oday, we witness the
wickedness and injustice of
the Zionist occupation in the face
of a global pandemic. With the
onset of COVID-19 in West Asia
and North Africa region, lives are
put at a greater stake in conflictstricken areas including the
Palestinian territories. Proxy wars
and occupations have hampered
and stunted the capacities of
suffering countries to weather
such a health crisis.
Israel’s lockdown of the Palestinian
territories has long deprived
the access of Palestinian people
to basic necessities including
food, water, electricity, and social
services. Border and movement
restrictions are heightened to
contain the disease at the expense
of the Palestinians risking their
jobs especially for those that work
in Israeli settlements. Meanwhile,
the dismal healthcare is struggling
to accommodate COVID-19 cases
while providing treatment to the
daily casualties from the Zionist
offensives. Both Gazaand West
Bank lack the medical facilities and
are in shortage of the necessary
supplies and equipment needed to
cater to COVID-19 patients due to
the blockade.

PCFS Global

Worse, Israel is taking advantage
of the pandemic to wage its war
crimes. The Global Campaign to
Return to Palestine continues to
document demolitions, arrests,
beatings, and shootings in the
past month despite the state of
emergency already in place in
these territories. Even building
materials are confiscated to hinder
the setting up of a clinic in northern
West Bank – a clear violation of the
international humanitarian law.
At this point, the cooperation
between Palestine and Israel can
only do so much to address the
pandemic. It can even be exploited
to implement the US-Israel “Deal
of the Century” to fast-track the
annexation of the Palestinian land.
Unveiled on 28 January 2020,
US President Donald Trump’s
“Vision for Peace” to resolve the
70-year conflict between Palestine
and Israel would also facilitate
corporate landgrabs by ushering
in more than USD 50 billion new
investments in the next ten years.

The call to reclaim the Palestinian
land goes beyond the need for
physical distancing. While the
freedom of Palestine from the
Israeli siege is indeed decisive
to protect the Palestinians from
contagious diseases and uplift
their socio-economic conditions,
it is more significantly a call for
historical justice.
In solidarity with on Palestine Land
Day* and amid the pandemic,
PCFS echoes the call of the
Palestinian people: free Palestine
from the illegal and criminal
Zionist occupation! Oppose the
US-Israel Deal of the Century! ###
*The Palestine Land Day is a major
annual commemoration for the
Palestinian resistance. It marks
the Palestinian people’s protests
on 30 March 1976 against the
Zionist expropriation of the historic
Palestinian land. The protest was
met with repression, with the Israeli
government killing six and injuring
hundreds.
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Global Pandemics
And Food Insecurity:
The Role Of IRRI
And WTO – PANAP
The rules for an international trade order set by the WTO, since its
institution 25 years ago, further skew the playing field perilously in favor
of developed countries.

T

he
COVID-19
global
pandemic is now threatening
the food security of many
countries and communities
around the world. Just recently,
Vietnam said it will halt its
exports of rice for now to know
whether it has enough for its own
domestic use as the world rushes
to cope with the new coronavirus.
For China, the Philippines and
several African countries that rely
on Vietnam for their rice supply,
the situation is precarious. Other
major rice and food exporting
countries may soon follow
Vietnam’s lead, especially if the
COVID-19 crisis gets prolonge.
This predicament illustrates how
more vulnerable, in terms of their
food security, many countries
have become to global crises
such as pandemics due to flawed
policies and programs on food
and agriculture. Countries that
were once capable of producing
their own food needs such as rice
have now become dependent on
foreign markets. Local farmers
have been alienated from their
lands and seeds, destroying their

capacity to produce food for the
people.
At the heart of this destruction
of domestic food systems and
displacement of local producers
are global institutions like the
International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI) and the World
Trade Organization (WTO).
What peasant groups call IRRI’s
failure to “improve livelihoods
and nutrition, abolishing poverty,
hunger and malnutrition,” as
stated in its mission, could not be
more apparent in the Philippines
where it is headquartered. The

country finds itself among the
top rice importers globally and its
farmers no better off than before.
This assessment is remarkably
similar in other previously selfsufficient nations in Asia.
Globalized trade has introduced
a deluge of cheap agricultural
products to countries where smallscale farmers are, at the same
time, bullied into cultivating cash
crops for exports rather than food
crops, using seeds, fertilizers, and
other chemical inputs that IRRI
and its allies have helped foist on
the market.
The rules for an international
trade order set by the WTO, since
its institution 25 years ago, further
skew the playing field perilously
in favor of developed countries.
To the detriment of their
poorer counterparts, backward
agriculture — further stunted by
huge agribusiness interventions
— reins in developing economies
from heading off the impact of
trade liberalization policies.
In more ways than one, trade
and research under the current
profit-driven global economy

Farmers and scientists’ groups in the Philippines mark the anniversary of the International
Rice Research Institute with protests, saying that IRRI has facilitated the corporate control
of agriculture, April 2019. (PANAP)
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have gone hand in hand to
tighten the grip of transnational
corporations on agriculture while
thrusting hundreds of millions
of rural people deeper into food
insecurity and poverty. The roles
played by IRRI and the WTO in
this scheme stand out and signal
betrayal of and utter disregard for
the mandates they claim to fulfill.
Business as usual for IRRI
The so-called revolution that IRRI
has waged marches in lockstep
with the interest of private
institutions and philanthropic
foundations that bankroll its
operations. Among these are the
very companies that cash in on
the seed market which IRRI has
assembled by snapping up genetic
rice varieties from farmers.
In 2017, one of IRRI’s key funders,
the US-based biotechnology
corporation Monsanto Company,
earned USD 10.9 million in the
sales of field crops and vegetable
seeds, according to data compiled
by Agro Pages, an online media
platform devoted exclusively to
the global agribusiness. Bayer’s
acquisition of Monsanto in
2018 is projected to secure the
latter’s dominance in the global
seed industry given the research
capacity of Bayer, one of the largest
multinational
pharmaceutical
companies in the world.
Meanwhile, another one of IRRI’s
investors, the Swedish pesticide
and seed company Syngenta,
reaped USD 2.8 million in
seed sales in 2017, marking
a 6.4% increase following its
acquisition by the Chinese stateowned petrochemical company
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ChemChina that same year. But
Syngenta is yet to narrow its
sales gap from that of Corteva
Agriscience, the new agricultural
brand after the Dow-DuPont
merger in 2017.
The common ground among
these three, despite their penchant
for mergers and acquisitions to
cache capital, is their aggressive
push for GM seeds, which IRRI
is more than willing to promote
and provide.
IRRI has, in fact, upgraded its
Green Revolution to the Gene
Revolution. Besides genetic
engineering, big data from
agrochemical
transnationals
would help more easily identify
and pry open new markets
to absorb novel high-yielding
varieties and heavy chemical
inputs like synthetic pesticides
and fertilizers.
Yet there is much in history to
hark back to as a caution against
the high cost of IRRI’s program.
In the 1960s, the first highyielding variety dubbed “miracle
rice” rose as the most widely
planted food crop in the world —
so much so that traditional paddy
varieties in Asia grew less and
less profitable to cultivate till they
have effectively been wiped out,
along with the diverse farming
methods long practiced by
generations of local food growers.
Entrepreneurial farming has coopted previously self-sustaining
agricultural systems, locking the
dwindling peasant population
in usurious debts for seeds and
inputs.

The 1990s registered a gradual
downturn
in
agricultural
productivity
as
monocrop
plantations expanded, costs of
farm inputs soared, and incomes
of smallholders and farmers
plunged. Obscenely contrary to
IRRI’s promise of food security,
the lack of adequate access to
nutritious and sufficient diet
among over 697 million people
worldwide, per 2017 estimates
by the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), puts them at
greater risk of hunger.
More than half of this severely
food-insecure population comes
from Asia and 40% from Africa. It
is no mere coincidence that these
were the regions originally born
down by IRRI’s Green Revolution.
Today, not only are they under
siege of food insecurity; most
countries in South Asia and SubSaharan Africa in particular fall
within serious or alarming levels
of hunger, based on the Global
Hunger Index in 2018.
Golden Rice and the like, touted
as biofortified staple crops, may
have raised calorie consumption
in the developing world, but lack

“

The 1990s registered
a gradual downturn
in agricultural
productivity as
monocrop plantations
expanded, costs of
farm inputs soared,
and incomes of
smallholders and
farmers plunged.
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the nutrients and health benefits
otherwise offered by oncediverse diets. Still, these crops
flood the markets, due chiefly to
trade inequalities that the WTO
ostensibly dismisses.
More deleteriously, the WTO
has been chiefly responsible for
raising many underdeveloped
countries’ reliance on imports,
undercutting
small
farmer
livelihoods. Feeble agrarian
economies could hardly put back
up the trade barriers dismantled
by the WTO’s predatory policies
for unchecked liberalization.
WTO’s Tricks of the Trade
The “free trade” system backed
by the WTO has over the last
decades increasingly resembled
a robbery of domestic markets
in less industrialized nations.
The WTO’s Agreement on
Agriculture subsumes said
countries under commitments
to either substituting all
restrictions on agricultural
imports with tariffs — the
taxes or duties to be paid on a
class of trading goods — or
through a progressive reduction
of extant tariffs. Neither of
these provisions have proven
advantageous in the least for the
developing world.
At the losing end stand member
states
whose
agricultural
production capacity — already
impaired by chronic budget
slashes and state neglect — can
scarcely outpace the onslaught of
far cheaper imports. Conversely,
their export subsidies must
incrementally decrease under
the WTO regime.

They may be given supposed
special
and
differential
(S&D) treatment, via longer
implementation periods, but
heavily subsidized agricultural
trading systems in their richer
counterparts are, by design,
accorded with more concessions.
For instance, the latter may be
exempted, to a certain measure,
from the WTO’s subsidy
reduction provision through
payments for environmental or
regional assistance programs
which, after all, they can afford
without
correspondingly
exacting a dent on agricultural
production support.
It is quite telling, in fact, how
imports surge more copiously
into developing countries. Based
on the annual growth rate of
aggregate import value of crops
and feed, Asian countries receive
almost twice the global average
of imports, from 1995 to 2017,
according to the UN FAO.
Even food-producing countries
are compelled to follow suit.
The Philippines, whose selfsufficiency ratio averaged 90%
over three decades, now ranks as
a major importer of rice, after a
recently signed law has removed
quantitative restrictions on
imports of the staple. This new
policy is feared to widen food
trade deficits. The Philippines
might follow the trajectory of its
neighbor Indonesia, whose rice
imports more than doubled the
average before 1998, when the
government opted to liberalize
the agricultural sector.
Similarly,

in

much

of

the

Global South, the rudimentary
technological core of agricultural
production already rules out fair
competition in the international
market. Small-scale farmers
thus fare no better. On top of
exorbitant rents on land, farm
machinery, and post-harvest
facilities, they have to cut corners
to afford the seeds and chemicalbased methods forced on them
by agribusinesses and local
merchants.
Their experience paints a glaring
contrast with the consolidated
control
of
transnational
companies in the global
agricultural trade. Family-based
farmers in Europe and America
just scrimp on the spoils from
their share of expanded market
access.
But
multinational
agribusiness operations, from
trading to input supply and
marketing, feast on the lion’s
share of overseas markets for
their agricultural surplus goods.
Even at the negotiating table in
the WTO, they and their allies
constitute lobby groups that
arguably exert more influence
over various trade concerns or
agenda than many governments
of poor member states.
For one, the Intellectual Property
Committee — composed of
agrochemical
conglomerates
like DuPont and Monsanto,
among others — weaponize
patent laws to wheedle, for
example, agroecological farms
into ceding their seed varieties,
or peasant and indigenous
communities their traditional
continue
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Global Pandemics...

knowledge of food systems,
to privatized agencies. From
1989 to 1990, the WTO’s
predecessor,
the
General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT), began to enforce this
regime under the Agreement
on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS), which the WTO then
continued to impose.
From all this, the leverage
gained by agribusinesses easily
translates into immense profits.
The confluence of globalization
policies on trade and corporate
research and development
has undermined the food
sovereignty
of
developing
nations — thanks in no small
part to both the WTO and IRRI.
Majority of farmers languish in
landlessness and poverty, while
food production systems have
been stymied.
Such are the conditions that
pave the way for an alternative
pathway
of
development
— one that places the rural
people, instead of a few global
corporations, at the center of
decision-making; that upholds
the socially just framework
of food sovereignty; and that
genuinely responds to the
people’s needs.
#NoLandNoLife Features discuss
recent
developments,
events,
and trends on land and resource
grabbing and related human
rights issues in the region as well
as the factors and forces that
drive it. Send us your feedback at
nolandnolife@panap.net.
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Resist the US War of Aggression
in Iran – APRN

Protest against the killing of Iranian Major-General Soleimani in front of United Nations
office in Tehran. (Reuters)

A

sia
Pacific
Research
Network (APRN) strongly
condemns the assassination
of Iranian general Qassem
Suleimani. General Suleimani
was assassinated via US drone
strike. The killing of Suleimani
fueled
another
imperialist
aggression of US in Western
Asia.
Iraqi Prime Minister Adil AbdulMahdi revealed on Sunday
that Suleimani was on a peace
mission to de-escalate the
tension involving US and Saudi
Arabia. Abdul-Mahdi’s expose
completely belies the claims of
US President Donald Trump that
they took a “defensive action” and
“intelligence-based assessment”
versus further planned attacks
of Iran. The Prime Minister
added that Trump is aware of
Soleimani’s diplomatic mission
in Baghdad.
The Network also insists that
the recent attack in Iran is
a maneuver to divert public
attention from his pending
impeachment trial by the House.
Donald Trump is currently

facing impeachment complaint
for the abuse of power and
obstruction of Congress. Trump
administration is desperately
gathering
support
from
monopoly capitalists, especially
the military industrial complex
amid of growing discontent
among the American people due
to continuing crisis, joblessness,
and poverty that triggers growing
discontent among the American
people.
The APRN also supports the
action of Iraqi Parliament to
dismantle military bases of the
United States in Iraq. The action
will be served as justice for Iraqi
people as they have been longing
for self-determination and peace.
The APRN joins the Iranian
people
and
with
various
organizations on condemning
the act of terrorism perpetrated
by the United States. The
Network also calls for unity to
stop the military aggression of
US around the world. Donald
Trump must be held accountable
for committing war crimes
against the humanity.
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Putting more lives at risk as RCEP
nego resumes amid COVID-19
pandemic
At the heels of the 9th year of Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) talks in Da Nang, Vietnam. The research group
also warns that the coronavirus pandemic might be used as a cover up
to fast track the conclusion of the untransparent RCEP negotiations.

Participants at the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) meeting in
Da Nang (VNS Photo Công Thành)

R

esearch group Asia Pacific
Research Network (APRN)
urges governments to provide
free mass testing and health
services amid soaring cases of
coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
worldwide. The group also
furthers that governments should
prioritize medical attention for
the poor as they are the most
vulnerable to diseases. As there
are governments in the Asia
Pacific that already imposed
lockdowns in metro cities, it is
their responsibility to sufficiently
provide for the needs of affected
families.
Authorities
must
impose A “No Layoffs” policy
on the business sector to secure
jobs of the workers during work
suspension.

The APRN also warns that
government lockdowns could be
used to suppress the civil liberties
of the people. Public health
emergencies should not be used as a
pretext to bolster authoritarianism.
In the Philippines, President
Rodrigo Duterte announced an
“enhanced community quarantine”
on the island of Luzon. Thousands
of armed police and soldiers were
deployed and checkpoints installed
across Metro Manila.
On the other hand, the Network
also commends doctors, nurses,
and all health workers who are at
the frontlines of containing the
spread of the coronavirus. The State
must guarantee their occupational
safety by providing protective

equipment, disinfectants, and
regular checkups. They should be
entitled to greater allowances and
hazard pay.
In this global health pandemic,
the APRN calls for solidarity of
people’s organizations, CSOs and
NGOs in the Region to exert all
forms of engagement in asserting
the rights and demands of the
people especially in the most
affected and vulnerable countries.
Railroading RCEP must be
condemned
Meanwhile, at the heels of the 9th
year of Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP)
talks in Da Nang, Vietnam. The
research group also warns that the
coronavirus pandemic might be
used as a cover up to fast track the
conclusion of the untransparent
RCEP negotiations.
RCEP and other Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) promote
neoliberal economic policies of
liberalization and privatization
of public resources for corporate
interest.
More than just the threats of
COVID-19,
market-oriented
reform policies continue to
devastate health services around
the world. According to the
World Bank and World Health
Organization (WHO), half of
the world still lacks access to
substantial
health
services.
Statistics show that 800 million
people spend 10 percent of
their budget expenses for health
spending while 100 million
people are unable to avail any
health service at all.
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Decades of neoliberalism made
the situation worse in Third world
countries. It pushes nations to
completely abandon social services.
Giant pharmaceutical companies
and Multinational Companies
(MNCs) gain super profits and
prevent countries from regulating
and producing generic life-saving
medicines. Once the RCEP is
passed, it will enable them to
monopolize drug markets through
Intellectual property rights policy
impositions. These provisions
propose to extend pharmaceutical
patents and data exclusivity. Aside
from patent extensions, MNCs
are entitled to sue countries who
are producing generic life-saving
medicines under the Investor State
Dispute Settlement provision in
RCEP.
Resistance is the key
“The world has an opportunity
to understand that health is not a
commercial asset but a basic right,”
said renowned Cuban doctor Luis
Herrera, who discovered Interferon
Alfa 2-B, one of the most successful
medications against COVID-19.
As neoliberal policies continuously
wreak havoc on health care systems
and the global economy, the
widening discontent of the masses
shall only fuel the movement for
the people’s right to health.
The APRN shall continue its
support to peoples’ struggles
against RCEP and other FTAs. We
must strengthen solidarity and
advance our aspirations for a trade
system that respects sovereignty,
guarantees mutual benefit, and
promotes people’s long-term
interests.
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The Struggles of Women
Agricultural Workers of
Pakistan
Azra Talat Sayeed, Roots for Equity

W

omen
Agricultural
Workers
(WAW)
in
Pakistan can be considered
one of the most exploited and
oppressed sectors. A country
highly divided by class with
feudal elites dominating sharply
in rural economy, there are
intertwined forces of feudalism
and patriarchy impacting on
women’s livelihood and lives.
With 45 percent of agricultural
land held by only 55 percent
of feudal and rich land lords,
agricultural
workers
face
immense
exploitation,
and
women especially so. Patriarchal
norms force them to be primary
care givers and food providers
to the young and the old, as well
as contribute to the family’s
income.
With the intensification of
neoliberal policies in agriculture,
WAWs are finding it harder
and harder to earn income. For
instance, with more and more
land being used for sugarcane
crops as a source of agro-fuel
there is less land being used for
other cash crops such as cotton.
Even though the conventional
cotton crop is heavily doused with
pesticides and has tremendous
health
and
environmental

impacts, it provides a sizeable
income for three to four months
that the cotton boll is ready for
picking. Women were also using
cotton sticks as fuel for cooking.
Now with declining cotton crop,
women find it hard to find
livelihood. The second impact of
increased sugarcane cultivation
is that this crop stands for 12
months. In the 12 months or
sometimes even more, the
land cannot be used for wheat
cultivation, which is staple food
for Pakistanis. Wheat harvesting
is a priority for WAW as they
are paid in kind and the more
land they have for harvesting,
the more food security for the
household.
It needs to be added that what
WAW or even male agricultural
workers get paid for wheat
harvest is basically starvation
wage. For cutting and one acre
(1.2 hectares) of land and then
storing the produce, the payment
is 120 kilograms of wheat. On
one acre of land at least four to
six workers work for two days.
So in essence each worker will
get 20 kilogram of wheat for
two days hard labor in blistering
heat. Women suffer blisters and
abrasions as they work through
the field – all for such meager
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With increasing land grabbing,
the contract price is escalating;
for many WAWs now keeping
animals is becoming almost
impossible.

Pakistan Kissan Mazdoor Tehreek (PKMT) & Roots for Equity

amount of wheat. This reflects
the dire situation of WAW, all
of whom come from landless
families.
Now with sugarcane becoming
more and more common,
women have lost access to land,
making them food insecure.
Hundreds and thousands of
landless farmers, both men and
women are now migrating to
urban areas for work; many of
these women become domestic
workers in cities. According to
them, it’s the only way for them
to have food for themselves and
their families.
Another aspect of sugarcane
cropping needs to be stressed.
WAWs who harvest sugarcane

are not paid for their labor.
Instead, they can take away the
leaves and greens that they shear
away from the cane. For women
with no access to land, the fodder
is critical for them to maintain
their livestock. The livestock
breeds and increases in number
and is often referred by women
as their bank balance. Goats,
cows, and buffaloes are much
treasured, as they are source of
milk and its byproducts such as
cooking oil, butter, and yogurt
are also important elements of
food security. In addition, the
animal itself is access to ready
cash in times of emergency as it
can be sold easily. In many areas
of Pakistan, rural families even
contract land so that they can
grow fodder for their livestock.

So one can see that the lives of
women agricultural workers are
a misery without land. They are
immensely skilled in sowing,
taking care of the land, and
harvesting but feudalism on one
hand and neoliberalism on the
other have created living very
difficult for women from rural
communities.
As neoliberalism tightens its fist
on agriculture in Pakistan, the
ability of rural communities to
earn a livelihood and to put food
on their table is becoming more
and more difficult. Pakistan has
some of the highest levels of
malnutrition in South Asia, with
women and children the most
affected.
For life with dignity there is no
other way but to fight for genuine
agrarian reform. As small and
landless farmers awaken to this
fact there is more and more
agitation and mobilization and
the call for Food Sovereignty
resounds louder and louder!

Your thoughts are important
In line with strengthening our solidarity towards emancipation through people’s struggle,
the Secretariat is encouraging its member organizations and affiliates to contribute to
quarterly issues of APRN Newsletter. Organizations can share their research articles,
opinion, activity photo ops, day of action, and other events.
Feel free to share your views to
info@aprnet.org and secretariat@aprnet.org

