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APRN BOC Members Azra Talat Sayeed and T. Rajamoorthy lead the panel on Economic Justice. Together with
them is IBON Executive Director Sonny Africa. Photo by
APRN Secretariat

Asia Pacific CSOs gather, amplify call for
Development Justice
APRN Secretariat | www.aprnet.org
HONG KONG SAR, China—Around sixty-five (65)
representatives from civil society organizations gathered
in New Territories, Hong Kong SAR from August 31 to
September 3, 2014 for the Asia Pacific People’s Conference
on Development Justice: APRN Biennial Conference 2014.
Participants of the said conference were civil society and
grassroots organizations representing peasants, agricultural
workers, women particularly Dalit, landless women, rural
and urban poor, fisher folk, migrants, indigenous peoples,
workers and support NGOs and networks from Australia,
Bangladesh, China and Hong Kong SAR, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal,
Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam.

and CSOs. According to Leung, the world is presented the
same urgency of action and protest to advance people’s
issues, as well as exposing the real situation. He urged CSOs
to strengthen international solidarity, and double their
efforts to enlighten other organizations and the people. The
said conference came a few days before the Occupy Central
protests in central Hong Kong wherein protesters demand
for real democracy and social justice.
In his keynote speech, IBON International Director Antonio
Tujan discussed the failure of policies based on neoliberalism
to attend to the needs and realities of the region’s poorest
and most marginalized people. Persistent images of hunger
continue from the Pacific to Middle East. Billion of workers
suffer from inhumane wages and hazardous working
conditions. People continuously bear the brunt of changing
climate, as well as inequality and discrimination based on race
and ethnicity, gender and sexual preferences, and political,
social and economic status. A new development framework
based on the principles of Development Justice, which is
based on human rights-based approaches to development,
is much needed to address the gaps between the rich and
poor within country, between women and men, and between
developing and developed nations.

On August 31, members of the Asia Pacific Regional CSO
Engagement Mechanism (APRCEM) conducted a half-day
capacity building workshop on CSO engagement on the
Post-2015 Development Agenda. Ms. Susmita Choudry of
International Planned Parenthood Federation (India) gave
an overview of the post-Rio+20 Sustainable Development
agenda and processes, from global to regional and national
levels, while Ms. Ranja Sengupta of Third World Network
(TWN) gave a briefer on the outcome of the OWG 13, the
state of play among the countries, as well as what to expect on
the road towards to UNGA in September and post-UNGA.
Campaign for People’s Goals on Sustainable Development
(CPGSD) Coordinator Paul Quintos shared the CSO’s
perspectives on the emerging post-2015 development
agenda. CPGSD is a global campaign platform that unites
and coordinates the voices and positions of thousands of
CSOs on the post-2015 development process. Wardarina,
Programme Coordinator for the Asia Pacific Forum on
Women, Law and Development (APWLD) and CPGSD, and
Anisa Draboo of Landesa, discussed some opportunities for
engagement and influencing of the sustainable development
process at the global, regional and national levels.

Ms. Maria Theresa Lauron, Chair of the APRN Board of
Conveners (BOC), shared the significance of the post2015 agenda as a new development path will be drafted and
decided. Research is important in efforts to arouse, organize
and mobilize the poor and the marginalized around their
issues and rights. Guided by people’s research, CSOs need
to challenge the existing narrative on development to expose
and oppose unjust economic and social structure and bring
development back to the people they serve.
APWLD Programme Coordinator Wardarina presented a
video profiling Development Justice and its foundational
shifts: Economic Justice, Social Justice, Ecological Justice,
Redistributive Justice, and Accountability to Peoples.
She shared that the Development Justice framework was

Mr. Apo Leung of Asia Monitor Resource Centre (AMRC)
welcomed the participants by inviting to them to look at the
success of the anti-WTO struggle led by social movements
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Concerns (CEC) shared on the Filipino people’s struggles
for environmental justice, while a presentation on pesticides
and their impacts on health and environment, in relation
to the post-2015 agenda was delivered by Ms. Deeppa
Ravindran from Pesticides Action Network Asia and the
Pacific (PANAP).

recognized by the UN Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific, but omitted reference to redistributive
justice.
Panel discussions and country/thematic research
presentations were divided along the five foundational shifts
to give more concrete examples and situations to each shift.

Presentations on the people’s stake in the Post-2015 agenda
from Dr. Sayeed, and corporate creep of the process from
Mr. Paul Quintos of CPSGD , opened the second day of
the conference. Two more panels were held focusing on
Redistributive Justice and Accountability to People.

Country researches from the Philippines, Pakistan and
Indonesia were presented at the panel on Economic Justice.
Mr. Sonny Africa, Executive Director of IBON Foundation
based in Manila, focused on the current national situation of
the Philippines. Despite the ‘economic hype’ in the region’s
new economic tiger, inequality gap between the rich and poor
is still expanding, with increasing poverty rates unparalleled
in previous years. APRN BOC member andRoots for
Equity Executive Director Dr. Azra Talat Sayeed shared
Pakistan’s worsening situation in food, agriculture and
rural development due to trade liberalization which paves
the way for cases of land-grabbing, corporate agriculture
and plunder of natural resources. Mr. Ario Adityo of the
Institute for Nationalist and Democratic Studies (INDIES)
shared imperatives on the ‘new’ Indonesia as the country
elected its new president, Joko Widodo. According to Mr.
Adityo, CSOs and social movements should struggle for real
development as the country unfolds a new chapter of its
history.

Redistributive Justice talks of redistributing resources,
wealth, power and opportunities to all human beings
equitably. The panel on this shift included Ms. Thulsi
Narayanasamy of Aid/Watch Australia who talked about
the role of Australian aid in driving inequality in the Pacific,
and her organization’s current campaigns to address this.
Ms. Jonita Dmello, researcher of Vikas Adhyayan Kendra
(VAK), shared on lessons learned from traditional fishing
for food sovereignty in Sindhudurg, India, while Ms. Eni
Lestari of the International Migrant’s Alliance (IMA) shared
the reality of Indonesian migrant workers in Hong Kong.
According to her, the main causes of their plight are land
monopoly and corporate control of Indonesia’s natural
resources. This, according to Ms. Lestari, is a reflection of an
economic system dominated by local elite and international
corporations causing poverty and displacement in a number
of countries in Asia.

Different sectoral organizations took the panel on Social
Justice to relay their experiences and thematic calls for
Development Justice. Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants
(APMM) Managing Director Mr. Ramon Bultron discussed
the importance of claiming rights and justice, from the
perspective of migrant workers.NGO Alga Director Ms.
Olga Djanaeva gave a presentation on Kyrgyz women’s
perspectives in shaping the official post-2015 discourse.
Peace and security are among contentious issue in the
sustainable development process, in the midst of continuous
militarization and wars of aggression in Middle East and
other parts of Asia. This was given focus by Arab NGO
Network for Development (ANND) Executive Director
Mr. Ziad Abdul Samad during his presentation. On the
other hand, AMRC’s Mr. Leung gave a glimpse on the
experiences of trade unions and labor organization in China
and Hong Kong, and the continuous struggle to recognize
their freedom to organize and right to strike.

The last panel for the conferencewas on Accountability to
the People, holding stakeholders, government and private
sector alike, to account for their action to development.
Mr. Shigeru Tanaka of Pacific Asia Resource Center
(PARC) talked about Japan’s ODA policies and its impacts
to recipient countries, most of which are Asian developing
nations. Women and post-2015 accountability mechanisms in
Kyrgyzstan were shared by Ms. Nurgul Dzhanaeva of Forum
of Women NGOs (FWNGO) while Mr. Ajay Kumar Jha
from Centre for Community Economics and Development
Consultants Society (CECOEDECON) from India shared
how his organization empower people to participate in
policy development at the national level.
Panel presentations were complemented with break-out
sessions to further flesh out the foundational shifts of
Development Justice. The break-out sessions also discussed
what would be the components of an advocacy roadmap
that will amplify CSO’s calls for Development Justice.

The third panel was on Ecological Justice with presentations
on environmental advocacy and sustainable development
groups from the region. Ms. Vu Thi Bich Hop, APRN BOC
member and Executive Director of Centre for Sustainable
Rural Development (SRD) in Vietnam, discussed how their
organization addresses advocacies around climate change
and how they bring discussion closer to rural communities.
Mr. Barkat Ullah Maruf of EquityBD discussed how climate
change wreaks havoc to the lives and livelihoods of the
peoples of Bangladesh, and their struggle for climate justice.
Ms. Dianne Marah Sayaman of Centre for Environmental

The conference came out of a Communique which
consolidated outcomes of the different panels and
workshops and Asia Pacific CSO positions demanding for
a just, transformative, and truly sustainable development
agenda for the people. The conference was organized
by APRN, together with its Hong Kong-based members
APMM and AMRC. END
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STATEMENT

Communique:

Asia Pacific People’s Conference on Development Justice
We, coming from 65 organizations from 16 countries across
Asia-- from Australia, Bangladesh, China and Hong Kong
SAR, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Malaysia,
Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand
and Vietnam, and representing peasants, agricultural workers,
women particularly Dalit, landless women, rural and urban
poor, fisher folk, migrants, indigenous peoples, workers and
support NGOs and networks came together in Hong Kong
SAR, China on August 31 to September 3, 2014 for the Asia
Pacific People’s Conference
on Development Justice.

Corporations are co-opting official spaces discussing
sustainable development and climate change to arrest
possible steps that would hinder the full commodification
of natural resources, through the so-called green economy.
Migrants’ labor and their remittances are also
instrumentalized to finance development, which lead to
more institutionalization of forced migration from LDCs
and underdeveloped countries.
This is not an agenda that will deliver justice and
genuine change.

We have consolidated and agreed on our understanding
of development justice vis-à-vis people’s demands, and
critically analyzed the global processes within the post-2015
development agenda and their emerging outcomes at the
grassroots, national, and international levels.

We call for justice, for Development Justice - a just and
transformative framework for development that promotes
people’s rights, dignity, wellbeing, solidarity and equality
(within and between countries, between rich and poor,
between men and women), peace and security and respect
for culture while keeping within the earth’s carrying capacity.

We conclude that inequality, poverty, exclusion, ecological
destruction, violence, genocide and war are but symptoms of
systemic and structural injustice, oppression, and hegemonic
expansion carried out through unequal systems of trade
and debt, official development assistance, as well as the
furtherance of patriarchy and neocolonialism.

It is through Redistributive Justice, through the
establishment of people’s access, control, and ownership of
resources, wealth, power and opportunities that all human
beings can live equitably and in harmony with nature. A
genuine agenda for development must dismantle existing
systems that have historically plundered and continuously
channel resources and wealth from developing countries
to wealthy countries, from the working masses to the elites
within society.

The new development agenda being crafted in the post-2015
process will not deliver genuine justice and lasting peace
unless and until it breaks free from the failed neoliberal
framework of development, where corporate interests trump
the people’s interests. Rich countries are withdrawing from
addressing structural issues and making financial and other
significant commitments to development, thus promoting
the role of corporations in financing and shaping the agenda,
and slowly abandoning their accountability to the people they
should serve.

End foreign control and plunder of our resources to
achieve Economic Justice and build self-sufficient
economies that uphold public interests over private profit,
and support decent work and living wage for all. This will
develop enable dignified lives, accommodate for needs and
facilitate capabilities, employment and livelihoods available
to all, and is not based on exploitation of people or natural
resources or environmental destruction. The people’s right
to determine their own economic development based on the
needs and resources must be upheld, not dictated by existing
international structures used by corporations, in connivance
with capitalist states.

Transnational corporations in collusion with states to expand
and strengthen their power and intensify the process of
globalization and revitalize the crisis-ridden capitalist growth
model dominate the post-2015 development agenda. Big
businesses have been actively staking a claim in setting the
post-2015 agenda in order to take advantage of enormous
investment opportunities in infrastructure, energy, extractive
industries, technology, agriculture, natural resources including
water, land, and seeds, construction, health, education,
labor and other sectors, undermining and violating human
rights and increasing inequalities. Through public-private
partnerships, they are securing public monies and resources
to subsidize and socialize the risks associated with their
investments for even more private profits. They are hyping
their commitment to social and environmental goals in order
to strengthen brand credentials, build customer loyalty and
attract more investments. They set voluntary standards and
procedures while rejecting mandatory regulations that can
hold them to account for their abuses of peoples’ rights and
the environment.

We call for Social Justice, by recognising the need to eliminate
the patriarchal system, deliver gender justice and challenging
and eliminating all forms of violence, discrimination,
marginalisation and exclusion which exist between nations,
within communities, and between men and women. We
call for the elimination of all forms of discrimination and
marginalization on the basis of gender and
preferred sexuality, of race, color, and ethnicity, of work,
livelihood and social status, and more importantly, of class
and economic background. We uphold and call for the
protection of the right to self-determination of nations and
peoples against infraction by policies set by foreign and local
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ruling elites to maintain their dominance and control over
resources.

the principles of common but differentiated responsibilities
(CBDR).

We recognize that the people are part of the environment
and are responsible for the ecological crisis that resulted
from dominant development model that plunders the Earth’s
resources.

We call for action to hold power-holders, particularly
governments, corporations, and international financial
institutions (IFIs) accountable to people to realize and uphold
peoples’ demands for democratic and just governments. We
call for corporations and IFIs to be monitored and be held
accountable for their abuses. Transparency and governance at
all levels that uphold the people’s right to self-determination
to enable people to make informed decisions over their own
lives, communities and futures are prerequisites to realize a just
development agenda.

However, some are more responsible than others. We call for
Ecological Justice that recognizes the historical responsibility
of countries and elites within countries whose production,
consumption and extraction patterns have led to sufferings,
human rights violations, global warming and environmental
disasters and compels them to alleviate and compensate those
with the least culpability but who suffer the most: farmers,
fishers, women and children, workers, migrants, landless
peoples, indigenous peoples and marginalized groups of the
Global South. We call for a binding agreement that will ensure
governments’, especially those from the Global North, to
meaningful reduction of GHG emissions, climate finance, and
technology transfer among other based on human rights and

We commit ourselves and we enjoin others to intensify the
struggle for the profound transformation of society to
realize development justice especially for the marginalized
and oppressed peoples of the world. Anything less from
governments, corporations and global society is unacceptable.
END

System Change, not Climate Change! We Demand Development
Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development | www.apwld.org
For the closing vigil, while allies gave solidarity statements,
people lit up hundreds of tea candles. In the city’s night
backdrop they spelled out in lights the people’s hope and
aspiration: Development Justice. Participants channeled in
energy and the people’s collective power to imagine a different
world, where development is based on people and justice.
The vigil then lead to a collective dance led by Cordillera
indigenous gong players to symbolize our unity and resilience
in continuing to call for equality between men and women,
between the rich and the poor and between wealthy countries.
END

The 2nd annual People’s General Assembly (PGA) was held
in New York on 24 September 2014, 3 days after the historic
People’s Climate March, which saw 400,000 people on the
streets demanding for climate justice, accountability from
states and corporations and for APWLD and allies, a call for
Development Justice.
The PGA, organised by APWLD, Campaign for People’s
Goals for Sustainable Development and IBON International,
was an alternative space to the UN General Assembly, where
the audience didn’t hear from nation states, but from the
people who bore the brunt of income inequality and climate
change. The PGA invited 9 grassroots speakers to paint the
accurate picture of development and how climate change is
affecting them. The leaders hailed from Nepal, the Philippines,
Manipur, Papua New Guinea, Nigeria, Guatemala and Mexico.
Almost 120 students, journalists, UN delegates, allies, church
people and indigenous people attended.
They spoke about a range of issues: climate disasters where
indigenous women who produce the world’s least carbon
emissions, yet are the ones mostly affected; to climate injustice
further impacting the marginalized due to weak infrastructures
and national governments; to the rise of agro and oil
corporations that buy out governments forcing mass poverty
and destruction to local livelihoods; to the rise of migration,
mainly poor women and children, due to the lack of social
protections and neoliberal policies. The problem facing all is
the current model of market-driven development.
We demand for Development Justice that factors in
environmental justice, gender and social justice, redistributive
justice, economic justice and accountability to peoples!
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Nothing but more hot air | Governments come up
with a weak, meaningless climate document
In the US last week hundreds of thousands of citizens took
to the streets and insisted that ‘black lives matter’. Meanwhile
their government negotiated a deal in Lima that means the
exact opposite – the lives of marginalised people don’t
matter.

“mitigation, adaptation, finance, technology development
and transfer, capacity-building and transparency of action
and support in a balanced manner” … when they develop
the Paris agreement in 2015. But there is no binding or clear
way for really addressing adaptation, finance or technology
transfer. Governments again failed to commit anywhere near
the USD 100 billion already pledged for climate.

In the past 2 weeks APWLD members involved in our Climate
Justice programme have been in Lima for the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate change – Conference of
Parties (COP 20). We were pushing for a strong, ambitious
and equitable climate agreement that recognises the specific
demands of the most affected – women of the Global
South. Presenting the work of women from 9 most affected
communities in the region–we hoped that governments
would recognize both the specific, devastating impacts on
women and the role they need to play in climate policies.
A climate deal, we argued, must be designed for women of
the region; for the Mugal women in Nepal who are losing
their lands to landslides annually; for the Mundas women of
Bangladesh left with no arable soil and no means of survival;
for the women of Tacloban in the Philippines who, one year
after typhoon Haiyan still have nowhere to call home or to
make a living; for women of the Carteret Islands in PNG
already evacuated and displaced from their ancestral land
and for the millions of women like them who shoulder the
burden of climate change.

Governments are supposed to notify their ‘intended
nationally determined contributions’ (INDCs) by March
2015 but the process is weakened with no clear process to
review them before Paris and address the inevitable gap
between pledges and the needed reductions to avoid 1.5°C
warming. Governments also failed to advance commitments
to act between now and 2020 when the agreement will come
into force.
The Women and Gender constituency argued that women’s
human rights or (as a compromise), gender equality, should
be included as a guiding principle in the document but there
is no reference to either gender equality nor human rights
in the document. In any case, as APWLD stated during the
negotiations, there is no gender equality on a dead planet.
Governments passed a resolution for a ‘Lima work
programme on gender’ yet the resolution was so watered
down that it undermines existing normative language and
sets a dangerous precedent that governments can construct
new, ill-defined terms like ‘gender responsive climate policy’
to dilute established obligations like ‘gender equality’ and
women’s human rights.

But instead governments found a way to agree to text that
weakens existing principles, lets developed countries off
the hook for their historical responsibilities, ignores human
rights and gender inequalities and does nothing to ensure the
planet will avoid catastrophic climate change.

One of the APWLD delegation, Marina Pervin, from
Bangladesh was to read the closing statement for the Women
and Gender constituency. With the delayed negotiations she
was unable to do. Below is the text she was supposed to read
(a shorter version was presented on her behalf by one of the
members of the constituency remaining).

For two weeks developed countries insisted that it is time
to abandon the principles of ‘common but differentiated
responsibilities’ for climate change and ignore their historical
responsibility for bringing this earth to the brink of disaster.
For two weeks they tried to limit negotiations to only address
mitigation and ignore adaptation, loss and damage and
financing. And for two weeks they tried to dilute the legally
binding nature of the document.

I am from Bangladesh — a country where up to 20 million
people may be displaced by climate change by 2020, before
the agreement you are negotiating even comes into effect.
In a country with deep levels of poverty and extreme
vulnerability to climate change, the Indigenous Mundas

The final text to be found here includes some compromises
for developed countries. It refers to loss and damage but
only in the preambular section. They have agreed to include
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women I work with are most affected. They no longer
have any soil to plant crops, they face daily threats to their
livelihood and safety. Floods, salinity, droughts and typhoons
now make the daily struggle to survive even harder for some
of the most marginalised women in the world.

was traded away during these negotiations. Twenty years ago
governments promised to take action to uphold women’s
environmental rights and decision making through the
Beijing Platform for Action. Yet in these negotiations it was
not possible to even ensure ‘gender equality’ is guaranteed let
alone women’s rights.
There can be no gender equality on a dead planet. Nor can
we achieve a sustainable, just and livable planet without
gender equality.

The agreement you have been negotiating should be for
them. The agreement you adopt in Paris should be one that
guarantees the Mundas women and the millions of at-risk
women around the world the right to imagine a future. But
in the past two weeks I have been deeply horrified to instead
see governments negotiating away women’s futures, women’s
rights and the security of our planet.

This was a devastating meeting for me and for millions of
women. But it is not too late. In the next twelve months we
must shape a new future and design new economies and new
societies. Those economies must redistribute wealth, power,
resources and opportunities as well as carbon in ways that
allow Mundas women to imagine a future for their children.
This is what the majority of people on this planet want.
You have one year to show the people of this planet that
democracy still exists and that the Mundas women are not
expendable.

We came to this meeting seeking two major outcomes.
A commitment to an effective, equitable and just new
agreement that is binding, ambitious and commits to
immediate, transformative action, both in regards to
mitigation and adaptation and all means of implementation.
A commitment to an agreement founded on the respect for
human rights and gender equality, including the rights of
future generations.

The irrefutable data presented during the climate negotiations
clearly demonstrates that time is running out. At the current
rate of emissions growth we are likely to reach the tipping
point of 450ppm by 2030. This will result in irreversible
climate catastrophe. Despite the overwhelming evidence,
governments continue to protect the interests of large
corporations and a tiny minority who are able to profit from
climate change. If we retain any hope in governments and
intergovernmental space we now have one year to mobilise,
to lobby governments and to demand a future where no lives
are expendable.END

Neither of these two demands has been advanced here. It
horrifies me that I will have to go back to Bangladesh and
tell our communities that wealthy governments sat here
negotiating which lands will be lost, which communities
displaced, which cultures destroyed and which peoples lives
are worthless and expendable.
Perhaps it is not shocking that wealthy countries traded our
lives for profits. But it shocked me that even gender equality

The march concluded in a huge program in downtown Lima,
where different speakers spoke out loudly against corrupt
governments that work in collusion with transnational
corporations and international financial institutions, the
resistance and struggle of people against destructive
infrastructure projects and dirty energy, and increasing
human rights violations and criminalization of environmental
defenders.

CSOs marched for system
change in Lima
IBON International | www.iboninternational.org

Lima, PERU-- An estimated 20,000 people from all across
the globe marched from Campo de Marte through the streets
of central Lima today, with calls for “cambiemos el sistema,
no el clima!” (system change, not climate change!) This,
as world leaders at the 20th Conference of Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC COP 20), now midway through the 2nd week of
negotiations in Peru, struggle to resolve huge difference on
how a new climate agreement will look like in Paris COP 21
next year.

The march, according to organizers, was not meant to urge
Ministers to forge any deal in Lima, but a just deal that
will actually address the root causes of runaway climate
change, and which upholds the principle of “common but
differentiated responsibilities” (CBDR).
Much later in the day, a group of around 500 local and
international activists who came from the People’s Climate
March denounced the “corporate capture” of the United
Nations by demonstrating in front of the Hilton Hotel,
where a meeting between big business and government
representatives was taking place to “address climate change.”
END
***
IBON International Climate Justice Manager and APRN
Board of Conveners Chair Tetet Nera-Lauron was at
the UNFCCC Conference of Parties (COP) 20 in Lima,
Peru, together with thousands of civil society and people’s
movements representatives and climate activists, who urged
world leaders and COP delegates to adopt a genuine Peoples’
Climat Protocol in 2015.

Now touted as being the “largest march in Lima” in a long
time, the People’s Climate March was participated in by a
diverse group of indigenous peoples, workers, women,
farmers, youth, elderly, and faith communities, together
with representatives of non-government organizations. The
march was an integral part of the Cumbre de los Pueblos
(People’s Summit), an alternative process for civil society and
social movements towards the construction of another model
of development, one that respects the limits and regenerative
capacities of Mother Earth and tackles the structural causes
of climate change.
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In commemoration of ‘World Foodless Day’,
Farmers Demand Food Sovereignty, Seed Sovereignty!
Roots for Equity and Pakistan Kissan Mazdoor Tehreek | www.rootsforequity.noblogs.org
and their tightening grip over agricultural production.
Wali Haider, Root for Equity, stated that if such a seed law
was allowed in the country, it would mean that farmers would
be totally dependent on corporations to provide them seed
which could at any time result in seed shortage leading to
food shortages, hunger and famine.

The Pakistan Kissan Mazdoor Tehreek (PKMT)’s Khyber
Pakhtunkwa Chapter held its provincial assembly in Haripur
with the theme was “Apna Beej Ugae Gae, Companiyoko
Bhagaye Gae (We Will Grow Our Own Seeds, and Chase
Away Corporations)! No to the Draft Seed Act”. More than
a hundred (100) farmers gathered from various districts to
attend the Assembly which was held on October 16,which
Asian peasants have marked as the World Foodless Day.

Hakim Gul, a PKMT activist from Sindh, narrated the
very difficult situation of peasants under feudalism where
massive tracts of land were owned by a handful of feudal
lords. Peasants were forced to work on their land using very
expensive, chemical intensive agricultural inputs. As a result,
peasants were living in acute poverty and indebtedness,
barely being able to afford two meals a day. All this was
because of feudalism and now the increasing corporate
control in agriculture. Farmers across Sindh did not have
seeds today. Gul pointed out that “we have grown and
produced the highest quality of seeds in this region for the
past 7,000 years. Why should we the farmers of the Indus
Valley Civilization give over the control of our agriculture
system to monopolistic imperialist corporations?” Fayyaz
Ahmed, PKMT member from Hattar provided details of
land grabbing that was taking place in his area. He highlighted
the role of the parliamentarians in aiding and abetting the
various schemes through which land was grabbed. Instead
of using land that was not being used for agriculture, prime
agriculture land has been taken by force.

PKMT leaders including Raja Mujeeb, National Coordinator,
Tariq Mahmood, Provincial Coordinator KPK, Provincial
Coordinator Punjab Zahoor Joya and Reham Nawaz,
District Coordinator Haripur spoke at the assembly.
According to them, the world continues to suffer from
hunger and malnutrition because of extreme inequities in
land distribution and intensified corporate control over
agricultural production. Raja Mujeeb shared that the world
food production was more than adequate, but because of
corporate-led food production and distribution system, the
world, Pakistan in particular, facing increasing levels of
food insecurity. According to the draft Food and Nutrition
Security Act, sixty per cent (60%) of households suffer from
food insecurity while nearly 13.5 million children suffer from
different forms of malnutrition. According to Zahoor Joya,
in a country which is basically agrarian, such high levels of
hunger were criminal and the government should be held
accountable for the miserable situation of the people.

The Assembly passed the following resolutions:

Tariq Mahmood said it was important to point out the
immense control being given to corporate agriculture
was a major reason for rising hunger in the country. The
draft National Seed Act is an indication of the power
that transnational corporations hold in the making of the
Pakisani agriculture policy. The draft National Seed Act is
actually to implement the requirements of the Trade-related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs) Agreement
of the World Trade Organization (WTO). Today, nearly all
hybrid and genetically-modified seeds are owned by global
corporations of which Monsanto, Syngenta, Dow, Dupont,
Bayer, and BASF are the most powerful. The tabled seed act
would allow only these mega corporations to produce, and
sell these seeds in the country. No farmer, unless he/she files
for registration would be allowed to grow seeds.

1.The Federal Government must immediately stop further action on the
Draft National Seed Act and take it back;
2.The control held by transnational corporations on Pakistani
Agriculture must be taken back;
3.Chemical intensive industrial agricultural production must be
replaced by biodiversity-based sustainable agriculture;
4.An equitable distribution of land must be implemented demolishing
feudalism;
5.The government should provide all support to small and landless
farmers so that they have control and access to land, seeds and other
productive resources;
6.Women must have equal space as farmers and small producers and
have the same rights as their counterparts;
7.All decision-making with respect to agricultural production and
marketing must be in the hands of the small producers, enabling the
implementation of food sovereignty;

Azra Talat Sayeed, Roots for Equity, provided a background
on the corporate control over seeds and the development of
hybrid, high-yielding seeds and now the introduction of the
genetically-modified seeds. She provided information on the
monopolistic profit-seeking agenda of mega corporations

PKMT and Roots for Equity ended the assembly by holding
a protest rally. END
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PANAP calls for justice for massacre victims in
West Papua
PENANG, Malaysia – Regional advocacy group PAN Asia
Pacific (PANAP) today expressed grave concern on the
recent massacre in Paniai in West Papua, Indonesia that
reportedly killed at least five youth aged 17-18 years old.

violence, torture or shot, sometimes killed, creating a climate
of trauma and fear.” OPM is the Free Papua Movement,
which has been waging a guerilla war against the Indonesian
military and police.

Other accounts claim that seven were actually killed in the
massacre that happened last 9 December, on the eve of the
International Human Rights Day. According to reports, the
military opened fire to a crowd of mostly youth and children
who were protesting the torture of a 12-year old boy by
Indonesian soldiers.

“It is rather ironic that such gross violation of human rights
happened while the world was preparing to mark human
rights day. This shows that a lot of work needs to be done to
really protect and advance human rights, including civil and
political rights as well as the economic, social and cultural
rights such as those of the people in West Papua who are
getting killed or harassed, and driven away from their lands
and deprived of their own resources,” said PANAP executive
director Sarojeni Rengam.

PANAP noted that the brutal incident is just the latest in
the numerous cases of human rights atrocities in West
Papua, where indigenous and farming communities have
been opposing large-scale investments that result to land and
resource grabbing.

Rengam added that the alarming human rights situation in
West Papua is similar to the situation in rural communities in
other countries that have been heavily militarized to protect
the investments and operations of big private companies
owned by foreign and local investors. “It is worrying that
impunity seemingly exists in these areas where the operation
of big corporations are in conflict with the local peoples’
rights and interests,” said Rengam.

Just last month, Indonesia’s National Human Rights
Commission held hearings on five regencies in the province
where large palm oil plantations, logging, mining and other
companies operate.
The commission pointed out that aside from violations
of indigenous peoples’ rights such as their right to free,
prior and informed consent (FPIC), communities in West
Papua “have faced criminal charges, or when they express
opposition to one of those development projects they are
called provocateurs or OPM members. They are subject to

PANAP urged the Indonesian authorities, including the
National Human Rights Commission to immediately probe
the incident and make those responsible behind the massacre
liable. END

AFTINET slams possible shameful trade-offs and
calls for release of TPP text
availability of cheaper generic medicines. This will lead to
increased costs to government subsidies through the PBS in
Australia, and pressure for higher prices at the chemist. Trade
Minister Robb has been desperately trying to discredit critics
of the TPP, but these voices are too strong,” said Dr Ranald

“The Ministerial Statement claiming “significant progress”
on TPP negotiations with no details and further meeting
plans shows that the Australian government may be making
shameful concessions in exchange for dubious market access
deals. Recently leaked draft text shows the US still wants
longer and stronger patents on medicines, more internet
controls, and special rights for foreign investors to sue
governments over changes to domestic laws,” Dr Patricia
Ranald, Coordinator of the Australian Fair Trade and
Investment Network (AFTINET) said today.

“The inclusion of Investor-State Disputes (ISDS) in the TPP
would mean that US companies will be able to sue Australian
governments if they allege that changes to domestic laws
will “harm” their investment. John Howard did not agree to
this in the Australia-US free trade agreement, which is why
the Philip Morris tobacco company had to find an obscure
Hong Kong investment agreement with ISDS to sue our
government over our plain packaging legislation. ISDS in the
TPP would give US companies open slather to sue Australian
governments, just as the US Lone Pine mining company has
sued the Quebec government over environmental regulation
of gas mining, and the Eli Lilly pharmaceutical company has
sued Canada over a court refusal to grant a medicine patent,”
said Dr Ranald.

“It is significant that, although Australia hosted the
negotiations, the meeting was chaired by the US trade
representative, exerting maximum pressure for concessions
to the US agenda,” added Dr Ranald.
“There is growing resistance to this agenda, and to the
secrecy of the negotiations, from Australian civil society, as
shown not only by our network of 60 community groups, but
by recent statements from organisations like MSF, (Doctors
without Borders) and the Australian Medical Association.
US proposals will result in extension of the current twentyyear patents on medicines, meaning even more delays in the

Continued to page 12
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Corruption deprives women of services -- women’s group
Center for Women’s Resources | www.cwrweb.org
MANILA, Philippines-- Poor women and their families
could have benefited from the reported Php144 billion of
the questionable disbursement acceleration program (DAP),
according to a research and training institution for women,
the Center for Women’s Resources (CWR).
“Each centavo transferred to DAP deprives a poor family of
health service,” explains Jojo Guan, CWR executive director.
CWR estimates that the Php144 billion DAP funds could
have provided women and children with the following health
services: vaccination for four million babies which includes
5-in-1, MMR, Hepa-B, rotavirus, varicella @ P11,000 each;
one year salary of 60,000 doctors @ P40,000 and 178,000
nurses @P25,000 per month; purchase of 1,000 fetal
monitors @P328,000 each; purchase of 1,000 ultrasound
scanner machine 2D @ P1,395,000 each; purchase of 1,000
mammography system @ P3.5 million each; purchase of
500,000 hospital beds @ P25,568.00 each. These amount to
PhP144 billion.
“Eleven Filipino women die every day because of maternalrelated deaths that could have been prevented if the basic
health services are made accessible to poor women,” says
Guan.

Women from the low-income group could hardly afford the
expensive and privatized health services. They voiced out their
disgust and discontent of Aquino’s hand in DAP when CWR
interviewed them on the upcoming state of the nation address
(SONA) of President BS Aquino.
“Sawa na ang tao sa korapsyon! Ayaw na namin kay Noynoy!”
(“Enough of corruption, enough of Noynoy!”), says Rena
Yabut from Bagong Silangan, Quezon City.
Sa mga panloloko at pagtatago niya ng kanyang sariling nakaw
sa kaban ng bayan, hindi na karapat-dapat si Noynoy maging
presidente. Hahayaan ba nating lokohin at pagnakawan pa
tayo hanggang 2016?” (“With his deception and secrecy of
his own ill-gotten gains from the people’s money, Noynoy no
longer deserves to be president. Do we have to wait until 2016
and experience more deception and corruption from him?),
declares Badette Andales from Tatalon, Quezon City.
“Women’s overwhelming disgust and anger will resonate at the
People’s State of the Nation Address (People’s SONA) today.
They want long-term solutions on the corruption problem. So,
together with other concerned citizens, women will be part of
building a just and corrupt-free bureaucracy,” Guan concludes.
END

A year after Yolanda | Flawed recovery program fails to reach
families while the number of houses destroyed at 1.2 million.
majority of affected families
Even if it is assumed that these families were given immediate
IBON Foundation | www.ibon.org
A study by research group IBON reveals that a year after
Typhoon Yolanda struck, government has not sufficiently
reached hundreds of thousands of affected families. They
have also appeared to be kept in difficult circumstances in
the past year.
IBON estimates that the super-typhoon affected the
livelihood of about 5.6 million to 6 million workers especially
in agriculture, fishing, trade and transport. Agricultural
income in the affected areas, for instance, has been estimated
to have dropped by 50% to 70% after Typhoon Yolanda.
This is an additional blow for hardest-hit Eastern Visayas,
which is among the poorest in the country and heavily relies
on agriculture. Of those who have work, a survey of 1,094
respondents in six Eastern Visayas provinces shows that 8
out of 10 families earn less than Php5,000 on the average
every month.
Government reports that only some 215,471 families have
been given livelihood support through its short-term ‘Cash
for Building Livelihood Assets’. This could mean that as much
as some 780,000 families have either no livelihood support
or are relying on scattered efforts of non-government
organizations (NGOs) and the private sector.
The number of evacuees has been estimated at 918,621

emergency relief right after Typhoon Yolanda, their needs
(and others who may not have been displaced) are vast.
In fact, around 250,000 families or 1.3 million individuals
are still living in uncertain or inadequate homes such as in
evacuation centers, tent cities, bunkhouses and those who
partially rebuilt their homes in the government-declared “nobuild” areas. A year later, government data reports that there
have only been 364 houses built and only in Tanauan and
Tacloban in Leyte.
Data from the Office of the Presidential Assistant for
Rehabilitation and Recovery (OPARR) shows that rebuilding
infrastructure has also been very slow. It reports just some
213 classrooms repaired out of a target 19,648; only 27 of a
target 132 public markets; 64 kilometers out of a target 431
kilometers of farm-to-market and national roads; and 3 out
of a target 34 bridges. There is similarly limited progress in
the repair or construction of municipal halls, civic centers,
flood control structures, and ports.
According to IBON, the government’s response to the
urgent needs of the Yolanda survivors is not only slow
and glaringly inadequate. It also fails to address the most
important reasons for the vulnerability to calamities of
Eastern Visayas communities—among these the widespread
rural and urban inequities that cause millions of people to be
poor and vulnerable in the first place. END
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Scarcity Amidst Plenty:
Financing for Sustainable Development

Photo from CPDE website

Antonio Tujan, Jr. | Director, IBON International and Former Chair, APRN Board of Conveners
Nowadays we see the downplaying of the role of official
development assistance (ODA) and public finance systems in
general. And instead, we lay witness to the emerging trends
of foreign direct investments (FDI), migrant remittances, and
domestic resource mobilisation (DRM) as primary sources
of sustainable development finance. Indeed, mobilising
resources to finance sustainable development is essential but
we should not simply swallow this mantra.
In identifying sources of sustainable development finance,
we should not forget the historical and ecological debt
incurred by developed countries through decades of highvolume carbon emissions and the exploitation of resources
in the Global South. It is in this spirit that we must continue
to seek alternative sources of financing that is rooted in the
responsibility for redistributive justice.
Trade and the Financial Structure
Financing requirements for sustainable development is
enormous. But we all know that the resources are out there.
For instance, just 5% of the 45 trillion dollar wealth of the
world’s high net worth individuals is enough to cover the
annual cost of universal social protection, climate change
adaptation and mitigation combined.
And yet only a small and declining portion of available
finance is being invested in the real economy, let alone in
poverty eradication and environmental protection. Instead,
a growing proportion is being invested in speculative and
ultimately destabilising trading of financial assets.
In addition, neoliberal globalisation and the maturation of its
crisis present financial challenges for the global economy and
for the agenda of sustainable development.
In light of these challenges, financial regulation needs to be
strengthened including the use of capital controls to regulate
cross-border capital movements. This may include, for
instance, financial transactions taxes which has the potential
to raise as much as $650bn a year for governments to tackle
poverty, reverse austerity measures and address climate
change. It could also help regulate markets by disincentivising
the most destabilising trading practices. Phasing out and
re-channeling subsidies to the fossil fuel industry (which

worsens the climate crisis) can raise resources of up to $531
billion.
Taxing pollution and carbon emissions (not consumers
but corporations) could potentially raise over $100bn each
year in additional government revenues. The tax would also
provide an incentive to use natural resources more efficiently,
help encourage the transition towards low-carbon energy
technology, and raise significant funding for international
climate finance.
Furthermore, phasing out and re-channeling subsidies to
agribusiness that reinforce environmentally destructive and
socially unjust models of agriculture and trade, can raise
another $187 billion.
Reforming the Climate Finance Architecture
A clear emerging priority in sustainable development is the
issue of effective climate finance. As it is, climate finance
is inadequate, and lumping it together with ODA further
diminishes its already meager amount. It is thus imperative
to clearly differentiate climate finance from development
finance.
Furthermore, existing models for calculating climate
finance need to be re-calibrated. Existing models have no
comprehensive view of the potential for non-linear and
spiraling climate impacts. Impacts of climate change is not
limited to direct effects such as losses and damages from
extreme weather events, but includes permanent economic
and social costs (e.g.: loss of GDP, loss of areas suitable for
economic development, etc.). Recognising this fact implies
that effective climate finance must focus on maintaining the
stability of local life support systems.
DRM as Means of Implementation for Sustainable Development?
Ideally, DRM is important and should be primary source
of Means of Implementation (MOI) for Sustainable
Development. But how can that happen if the North
continues to bleed the South?
More resources have been flowing out of developing countries
towards the advanced economies in terms of illicit and nonillicit capital flows, debt payments, profit remittances, and so
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on, compared to the so-called official development assistance
(ODA) from the North to the South. Clearly there is a need
for fundamental changes in the international economic and
financial system if we are to ensure the means for pursuing a
sustainable future for all.
For example, developing countries can impose an export
tax for trade in extractives. Illegitimate and onerous debts
– which now saddle developing and developed economies
alike – should be cancelled and an independent and fair
public debt workout mechanism under the UN should be
established to preside over a just and orderly insolvency or
debt restructuring process.

where peoples’ green development can effectively address
the three pillars of sustainable development.
There are many options available for raising and strengthening
public financing for sustainable development, particularly
through progressive redistributive measures, and many of us
in civil society believe this should be the priority rather than
the over-reliance on private sector investments or leveraging
private finance.
To summarise, achieving development justice and realising
means of implementation requires governments to:
-

Partnerships and the catalytic role of ODA
The mantra for ODA is now emphasising the use of
official aid to leverage private investments or Public-Private
Partnerships especially in infrastructure.
But instead of infrastructure development which can be
the role of export-import banks, the catalytic role of ODA
should be harnessed in investing in people. We should focus
on enterprise development, learning from the experience
of Asia on cooperative building—and expanding towards
developing peoples enterprises and peoples’ corporations

Reform trade
Reform the financial and monetary structure
Address the problem of external debt
Reform the climate finance architecture
Implement effective and binding regulations
for corporations across borders

The world’s existing resources are more than enough to cover
all the financing needs of a sustainable future. All we have
to do is to look for alternatives that strengthen the role of
public financing and where democratic ownership, national
sovereignty, and human rights can be ensured and adequately
protected. END

Resist commodification and slavery of migrants, Dismantle labour export programs

Work towards a development agenda that is truly just
and transformative
Statement of the International Migrants Alliance on the occasion of the International
Migrants Day, 18 December 2014
The Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants (APMM) joins the
hundreds of millions of migrants around the world in
commemorating the International Migrants Day 2014. As
various activities are held to mark this day, it must also be
remembered that the declaration of the IMD was brought
by the ceaseless struggles of migrants to defend their rights,
their wellbeing and their dignity as workers and as human
beings.
Over two decades have passed since the United Nations
declared the IMD and yet, the condition of migrants remains
unchanged. Poverty, unemployment and underemployment,
and general displacement still force millions to seek
employment and decent living for their families overseas.
Meanwhile in receiving countries, migrants remain as
marginalized and discriminated, excluded from social
protection, and treated as disposable labour and cheap
workers.
The economic, social and political offensives of neoliberal
globalization has led to more frequent, multiple and
serious crisis in the world. Even in the heart if superpower
economies like the United States, displacement is rampant
and victimizes the working people especially the immigrant
communities while trafficking is on the rise as temporary
workers programs are institutionalized and expanded.

Notably, international migration increased dramatically in
the decades when neoliberal globalization went full-throttle.
In 1990, there were 154 million migrants in the world. This
increased to 175 million when the neoliberal globalizationdriven Millennium Development Goals were formulated and
now stands at 232 million after more almost 15 years of the
MDGs implementation.
In the midst of the long-running crisis, there is now a move
to sugarcoat current labour migration as an engine that can
contribute to a country’s development. Through the Global
Forum on Migration and Development or the GFMD, the
migration for development framework is being advanced by
various states – as a way of intensifying labour export for
sending countries, and a means to secure the flow of the
cheap and flexible labour of migrants.
Such a framework is also now carried in discussions for the
world’s post-2015 development agenda. It tries to sanitize the
current migration that is forced and commodifies migrants,
while also denying the fact that development of a country
cannot be achieved through remittances of migrants.
Both in the outcome document of the Open Working
Group, tasked to draft the Sustainable Development Goals
document for negotiation, and in the synthesized report
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of the UN Secretary General on the SDGs, migration is
packaged as a development strategy with remittance playing
a big role in financing development.
This framework, however, aside from not bringing forth
genuine development for the people, will only lead to the
further commodification of migrants, expansion of the labor
export program and intensification of modern-day slavery
of foreign workers. This is the framework on migration
that neoliberal globalization is advancing together with its
other destructive policies of liberalization, deregulation and
privatization.
The militant movement of grassroots migrant workers
has played a significant role in exposing the migration for
development agenda of the GFMD. Initiatives, particularly
those led by the International Migrants Alliance or IMA,
have demystified the migraitonf or development mantra
and delegitimized the GFMD as only servicing the interests
of the private sector engaged in the migration business, the
sending countries and the labour-receiving governments.
This same movement is steadily growing in the international,

regional and national levels. This is also the movement that
consistently stands for the right of migrants, wins victories
for the rights and wellbeing of migrant workers, and makes
the commemoration of the IMD 2014 even more significant
and inspiring.
As the world gets ready to firm up the post-2015 development
agenda, migrants are again challenged to engage, resist
neoliberal dictates on migration and development, and
advance development justice as the transformative framework
for a development that is based in justice, sustainability and
human rights.
With the grassroots movement of migrants strengthening its
ranks, the APMM is confident that the movement is ready to
face such challenge.
Long live the migrant workers!
Advance development justice!
Resist neoliberal globalization dictates on migration!
Long live international solidarity!

CSOs participate in workshop on Code of Practice
Research Centre on Managament and Sustainable Development | www.msd.org.vn
HANOI, Vietnam-- Nearly 100 delegates from state
agencies, donors, international and local social organizations,
and media attended “Launching Workshop on Code of Practice
on Transparency and Accountability & Dialogue: Transparent policy
information” on 2 July 2014. The program was organized
by Research Center for Management and Sustainable
Development (MSD) in collaboration with the Action for
CSO Development Alliance - Vietnam (CSA Vietnam)
and CSO Initiatives for Transparency and Accountability
Initiatives (CSO-TAI). This event is in the framework of
the Project “Promoting CSOs development effectiveness on
transparency and accountability” sponsored by Irish Aid.
The workshop introduced the Code of Practice on
Transparency and Accountability for CSOs, which was led by
MSD and CSA Vietnam from September 2013 to June 2014,
with the participation of over 100 CSOs. With this Code,
CSOs are expected to be a pioneering force to practice the
standardized principles on transparency and accountability;
and promote a fairer and more transparent society.

AFTINET cont...
‘This agenda is also being resisted by US civil society and
the U.S. Congress, which has refused to give up its right to
amend the TPP text if it is ever agreed. This means the US
government cannot guarantee that any agreement will be
passed by the U.S. Congress,” said Dr Ranald.

The Code of practice consists of 10 principles
concerning organizational ethics and practices of CSOs
in five fields: (1) Governance; (2) Programs; (3) Human
Resource Management; (4) Financial Management; (5)
Communications and Fundraising.
The Code is expected to strengthen democracy, capacities,
and development effectiveness of CSOs. It can build
trust and create a favorable environment for international
integration of CSOs in particular and of Vietnam in general.
According to Ms. Nguyen Phuong Linh, Director of MSD
and National coordinator of CSA Vietnam, ‘This Code is a
major step for CSO; a progress in which CSOs can apply to
prove, to certify their capacities; and to call for stakeholders’
support in development effectiveness and sustainability”.
The Code will be publicized and voluntarily applied by
Vietnamese CSOs in the near future.
To read the Code and commit to perform the Code, please
visit: www.tai.org
“It is shameful that Australian policy on medicines, on
copyright and the right of governments to regulate in the
public interest without being sued by foreign investors could
be secretly traded away behind closed doors. This is clearly
not in Australia’s national interest. The draft text should be
released now and the full TPP text should be released before
it is signed so that Australians can judge for themselves.”
concluded Dr Ranald. END
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APRN conducts general council, welcomes new
members and Board
APRN Secretariat | www.aprnet.org
HONG KONG SAR, China—The Asia Pacific Research
Network (APRN) conducted its biennial General Council
meeting with thirty (30) members present, and three
members with proxy representations on September 3, 2014
in Hong Kong SAR. The Board of Conveners (BOC) then
composed of Ms. Maria Theresa Lauron (IBON), Dr.. Azra
Talat Sayeed (Roots for Equity), Mr. T. Rajamoorthy (Third
World Network- TWN) and Ms. Vu Thi Bich Hop (Centre
for Sustainable Development- SRD), reported the network’s
achievements and engagements as well as challenges faced
from 2012 to 2013 to the general membership. They also
shared the network’s current financial standing, as well as
prospects for continuous engagements on the Post-2015
agenda through the UN Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), and development
effectiveness advocacy at the CSO Partnership for
Development Effectiveness (CPDE) and the EU Policy
Forum for Development (PFD). The report prepared by the
Secretariat was accepted by members present.
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The General Council also accepted the application of
three organizations endorsed by the Board. These are (1)
Resistance and Alternatives to Globalization (RAG) from
Indonesia, (2) Minerals Policy Institute (MPI) from Australia,
and (3) Initiative for Right View (IRV) from Bangladesh. A
new Board was also elected by the General Council. Mr. Ziad
Abdul Samad (ANND), Ms. Nurgul Dzhanaeva (FWNGO)
and Mr. Ajay Kumar Jha (CECOEDECON) now join Ms.
Lauron and Ms. Vu for a two-year term, until 2016. The two
alternates are Mr. Shigeru Tanaka (PARC) and Mr. Rey Asis
(APMM).
During the meeting, the following themes were proposed
for APRN’s research agenda for 2015 to 2016: Asia
Integration, Post-2015 Agenda, Corporatization/Corporate
accountability, Militarization and Wars, and Trade and
Development. Several countries were also proposed for the
next venue of the Biennial Conference. These are Japan,
Kyrgyzstan, Palestine, and Bangladesh. The final venue will
be determined once the theme for the next conference is
decided. END
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Sowing Seeds of Change and Hope
The food producers of Asia Pacific are now
reclaiming agroecological farming systems
and methodologies through their own
farmers’ organizations and other support
institutions. These local ‘alternatives’ from
the people are rooted on local context and
situation and are mindful of sustainable
managemnet of communities’ resources

WTO and Maldevelopment
Two decades since the establishment of the
World Trade Organization, only developed
countries gained and prospered. Developing
countries, on the other hand, suffer from the
plunder of corporate economy, giving way for
more profit for the rich and powerful nations.

Send your comments, inquiries,
write-ups, and contributions to
secretariat@aprnet.org

Women Resisting Crisis and War
Although women are mostly at the receiving end
of the negative impacts of neoliberal globalization and war, the reality is that they also go through
various cycles of coping with, adapting to, and
resisitng the onslaught of the multiple crises.

Asia Pacific People’s Tribunal on ADB
Taking into account the need to create space to
examine the roles and impact of ADB on the issue of development, APRN and its members from
Indonesia, organized the Asia Pacific People’s
Tribunal on ADB to gather studies, researches,
and testimonies from affected communities on
the negative impacts of ADB projects and submit
these evidences before a tribunal of law experts,
development practioners and parliamentarians.

Contact the secretariat to get the full list of
publications and how to avail of copies.

